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And you thought your life had a dark side....   Everything changed for Lauren ("Ren") after Harry

Potter killed her mom. No, it's not what you think--Harry Potter didn't come to life and stab her or

anything. A stack of those thick books crushed her. Now Ren is stuck out in the suburbs of

Connecticut, dragged out there because her father is too grief stricken to continue living in New

York.   Ren tries to fit in at her new school, but the most popular girl, Farrin, keeps icing her out.

Then Ren discovers that Farrin has a secret: She's been communicating online with an older man,

and they are actually planning to meet! Ren can't let Farrin go through with it--she's witnessed

enough tragic events as it is. So she comes up with the perfect plan to stop the perv. But then she

finds out who he is...
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SECRETS OF MY SUBURBAN LIFE by Lauren Baratz-LogstedRating **** (4 Stars)February 23,

2008This reviewer rarely ventures into the world of YA books and Teen Fiction, and was not aware

that SECRETS OF MY SUBURBAN LIFE was just that - teen fiction. But there was no doubt about

it, that this book was very funny and enjoyable and regardless of being Teen Fiction or not, it was

very good.The story is narrated by Ren (Lauren), who is learning to deal with life with a single

(widowed) Dad, moving to a new city, going to a new school, and trying to fit in with new friends.

Ren's mother was a writer who happened to be killed by Harry Potter - a stack of Harry Potter books

fell on top of Ren's mother and killed her. So, instead of continuing life in New York, Ren and her



father, who also happened to be a writer, are now in the suburbs of Connecticut, which is very

boring in comparison to New York.Farrin is the most popular girl in school. Ren and Farrin "connect"

when Ren is forced to join the cheerleading squad (since Ren was a failure at all other sports, and

every student was expected to participate on at least one sports team). They are also in some of the

same classes, and it's during one of these classes that Ren learns an awful secret that Farrin has

been keeping. It's so bad that Ren's life will change because of it. Farrin has been secretly

communicating with an older man via the Internet, and Ren is afraid that Farrin is about to make a

big mistake. Ren figures out a way to impersonate Farrin online to intercept the pervert, but the

"joke" is on Ren when she finds out who this pervert is that Farrin is about to meet!
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